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0=AFRICA  geosector 

 

  

 

 This geosector covers 45 sets of languages spoken by communities across the African continent south of the Sahara, 
from West Africa to East Africa, and in Southwestern Africa.  These sets comprise all languages of Africa not included 
in phylosectors 1=Afro-Asian, 3=Austronesian, 5=Indo-European and 9=Transafrican. 

Zones 00= to 07= cover languages spoken in Africa’s linguistic Fragmentation Belt, extending from Senegal in the 
west to Tanzania in the east.   

 00= MANDIC phylozone 01= SONGHAIC phylozone 02= SAHARIC  phylozone 
 03= SUDANIC phylozone 04= NILOTIC phylozone 05= EAST-SAHEL geozone 
 06= KORDOFANIC  phylozone 07= RIFT-VALLEY geozone 

Zones 08= to 09= cover languages spoken in Southwestern Africa, in and around the Kalahari desert.  

 08= KHOISANIC (Central Khoisan) 09= KALAHARI  geozone (North Khoisan+ South Khoisan) 

Languages of zones 00= and 01= have constituted the Mande+ Songhai hypothesis, and languages of zones 01= to 
05= the "Nilo-Saharan" hypothesis.  Languages of zones 00= and 06= have been included in the "Congo-
Kordofanian" or "new Niger-Congo" hypothesis (together with languages of phylosector 9=), and languages of zones 
08= and 09=, and part of =07, have constituted the "wider Khoisan" hypothesis. 

 

� Additional or improved data on languages and communities covered by this sector  will be welcomed by e-mail 
at sector.0@linguasphere.org ; or by letter to  Linguasphere Database (sector 0), c/o Hebron SA34 0XT Wales  
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00= /��0��	
phylozone 

MANDE grouping of 4 sets of languages; within "congo-
kordofanian", "new niger-congo" hypothesis; and within 
mande+songhai hypothesis  �spoken by communities within 
or around the Niger basin of West Africa 
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Burkina Faso; Côte d'Ivoire; 
Gambia; Ghana; Guinea; Guinea-
Bissau; Liberia; Mali; Mauritania; 
Nigeria; Senegal; Sierra Leone 

7 

     
00-A MANDINKA+ MENDE 

set 
MANDE-WEST  �Arabic script �Latin script �indigenous Mande 
scripts as indicated below 

  

00-AA MANDINKA+ SOSO 
chain 

MANDE-NORTHWEST   

00-AAA MANDINKA+ 
BAMANAN  net 

MANDING, mande “proper”, manden-kan-W., mandekan-W., malinké-
W., in [90] Wolof: sosé  #suffixes -kan, kango, qango, xango, xanwo 
=«language» 

  

00-AAA-a Mandinka+ 
Khasonka  

manding-W., part of  mandingo+ bambara+ jula, in [51] Français: 
malinké+ bambara+ dioula  

Gambia; Senegal; Guinea-Bissau; 
Guinea; Mali � 

6* 

00-AAA-aa mandinka -kango mandinga, mandingo-NW., sose-N. Gambia; Senegal; Guinea-Bissau 5 
00-AAA-aaa mandinka-gambia  Gambia  
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00-AAA-aab mandinka-casamance  Senegal (Casamance)  
00-AAA-aac woyinko  Guinea-Bissau  
00-AAA-aad bilaso  Guinea-Bissau  
00-AAA-ab sijanka -kango sijanka, sidyanka, sidyanké Guinea-Bissau; Senegal; Gambia  
00-AAA-ac maninka -W. maninka-xanwo, maninka-kanwo, mandingo-NW. �distinct from [00] 

Maninka-E. �Mali town� Kédougou… Kéniéba 
Guinea (Mali�); Senegal 
(Sénégal-Oriental); Mali (Kayès-
SW.) 

5 

00-AAA-ad kalanke -kango kalanke Gambia  
00-AAA-ae jakhanka -kango jakhanka, jaxanka, jahanka, dyaxanka, jahanqué, jahonqué, in [51] 

Français: diakkanké, diakhanké, dyakhanké, dyakanké; �Boké…  
Guinea; Gambia; Guinea-Bissau 4 

00-AAA-af khasonka -xango xasonka, khasonka, khassonka, kassonka, kasonke, kasson, kasso, 
xasonke, in [51] Français: khassonké, kassonké �Bafoulabé... 
Kayès... Kita... Yélémané... 

Mali (Kayès); Senegal (Sénégal-
Oriental); Gambia 

5 

00-AAA-ag kakolo -qango kakolo, kagoro, logoro Mali (Kaarta-Bine; Gumbu) 4 
00-AAA-ah maninka -E. maninka-kan, mandingo-NE. �distinct from [00] Maninka-W. Mali (Kayès-SE.; Bamako); Guinea 

(Siguiri, Kankan�)  
5 

00-AAA-aha kita �Kita>W. Mali   
00-AAA-ahb jalonke-N. jalonka-N. �distinct from [00] Yalunka (Jalonke-S.) Guinea  
00-AAA-ahc fulunke  Guinea  
00-AAA-b Bamanan+ Manenka  manding-E., manden-kan-E., mandekan-E., part of  mandingo+ 

bambara+ jula, in [51] Français: malinké+ bambara+ dioula �principal 
components are Bamanan-kan, Manenka-kan & Jula-kan, which 
together with the Manding-W. languages (see above) provide a 
continuous area of communication from Gambia to the borders of 
Ghana 

Mali; Burkina Faso; Côte d’Ivoire; 
Guinea; Liberia; Sierra Leone; 
Gambia; Senegal � 

7 

00-AAA-ba bamanan -kan “bambara”,  bamanan, bamana �also Bambara syllabic script Mali; also Guinea; migration> 
Burkina Faso; Côte d’Ivoire; 
Senegal; Gambia 

6 

00-AAA-baa bamanan-V. “vehicular bambara” �transition to [00] Jula in the southeast Mali…  

00-AAA-bab segu ségou, “east bambara” �Ségou… Mali (Ségou, Sikasso, Gao)  

00-AAA-bac bamako “south-central bambara” �Bamako… Mali (Bamako, Kayes, Sikasso)  

00-AAA-bad tilibonka “west vehicular bambara”, in [51] Français: bambara du chemin-de-fer 
(=«railway» bambara) 

Mali (Kayes), Senegal (Sénégal-
Oriental); Gambia 

 

00-AAA-bae kalongo kalunka �influenced by [00] Soninke �Mourdiah environs Mali (Bamako-N.)  

00-AAA-baf kagoro “bambara”-N. �influenced by [00] Soninke  �Kolokani… Nioro… 
Nara… 

Mali (Kayes-N.; Bamako-N.) 4 

00-AAA-bag jangirte dyangirte �Nioro environs  �influenced by [00] Soninke Mali (Kayes-N.)  

00-AAA-bah nyamasa �Nioro cercle �influenced by [00] Soninke �Nioro Mali (Kayes-N.)  

00-AAA-bai masasi bambara-masasi �Nioro>S. Mali (Kayes-N.)  

00-AAA-baj somono-W. �Niger valley: Ké-Masina upstream ¶spoken by fishing community Mali (Ségou)  

00-AAA-bak toro toro-ga, toro-ke community �Bissandougou>NE. Guinea (Kankan)   

00-AAA-bb manenka -kan manenka, maninka-S., mandingo-S., madingo �also N’ko (Manenka-
mori) script 

Mali (Kayès; Bamako); Guinea 
(Siguiri, Kankan�); Sierra Leone 
(Kono); Liberia (Loffa; Cape 
Mount) 

5 

00-AAA-bba mandenka �Mandé, Manden country (Kayès; Bamako)  

00-AAA-bbb manenka-mori manenka-mori-kan �Kankan (Siguiri, Kankan�)  

00-AAA-bbc manenka-sefadu �Sefadu (Kono)   

00-AAA-bbd manenka-lofa �Loffa valley (Loffa; Cape Mount)  

00-AAA-bc mikifore -kan mikifore ¶spoken by community founded in 19th century by refugees 
from slavery in the Futa Jalon highlands 

Guinea (Boké)  3 

00-AAA-bd manya -kan manya �scattered between the Liberian interior and the coast Liberia-W.  4 

00-AAA-be wasulunka -kan wasulunka, wasulu, wassulu, wassulunka, wassulunke, fula-bambara, 
in [51] Français: ouassoulounké 

Guinea (Kankan); Mali (Sikasso); 
Côte d’Ivoire (Odienné) 

5 

00-AAA-bf konyanka -kan konyanka Guinea (Beyla); Côte d’Ivoire 
(Touba) 

 

00-AAA-bg mauka -kan mauka, mõka-kan, maou, mau, mauke, maouka; mahu, mahou 
community �Konan… Ganhoué� Touba  

Côte d’Ivoire (Touba) 4 

00-AAA-bh tenenga -kan �Guintéguéla Côte d’Ivoire (Touba) 3 

00-AAA-bi koroka -kan koroka �Koro Côte d’Ivoire (Touba) 3 

00-AAA-bj baralaka + finanga   Côte d’Ivoire (Touba) 4 

00-AAA-bja finanga-kan finanga �Borotou (Touba) 3 

00-AAA-bjb baralaka-kan baralaka, beaka-kan, baalaka-kan  �Booko (Touba) 4 

00-AAA-bk sienkoka -kan sienkoka, shyenkoka-kan �Bako Côte d’Ivoire (Odienné) 4 

00-AAA-bl wojeneka -kan wojeneka, including seduguka-kan� samangoka-kan�, in [51] 
Français: dioula d’Odienné �Seydougou� Odienné, Wojene� Tiémé 

Côte d’Ivoire (Odienné) 4 

00-AAA-bm gbelebanka + foloka   Côte d’Ivoire (Odienné); Guinea 
(Beyla; Kankan) adjacent 

4 

00-AAA-bma gbelebanka-kan gbelebanka, gbélébanka �Gbéléban… Gbanhala villages (Odienné)… 3 

00-AAA-bmb foloka-kan foloka �Maninian (Odienné)… 3 
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00-AAA-bn boduguka -kan boduguka �Tienko, Bodougou country Côte d’Ivoire (Odienné) 3 

00-AAA-bo tuduguka -kan tuduguka �Goulia, Toudougou country Côte d’Ivoire (Odienné) 4 

00-AAA-bp vanduguka -kan vanduguka �Wahiré, Vandougou country Côte d’Ivoire (Odienné) 4 

00-AAA-bq nowoloka -kan nowoloka �Madinani Côte d’Ivoire (Odienné) 4 

00-AAA-br karanjanka -kan karanjanka �Djiborosso Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla) 4 

00-AAA-bs woroduguka -kan woroduguka, wöduuka-kan, worodugu-jula, worodougou-jula, 
ouorodougouka, in [51] Français: dioula d’Ouorodou �Worodu, 
Ouorodou country 

Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla) 4 

00-AAA-bsa watara-kan watara, ouatara �Kato (Séguéla) 3 

00-AAA-bsb nigbika-kan nigbika �Worofla-S. (Séguéla) 3 

00-AAA-bsc sgbelaka-kan sgbelaka �Séguéla (Séguéla) 4 

00-AAA-bt kanika -kan kanika �Kani Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla) 3 

00-AAA-bu nigbi -kan nigbi �Faraba Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla) 3 

00-AAA-bv sagaka -kan sagaka, saghaka, sahaka, sarhaka �Sarhala Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla) 3 

00-AAA-bw koro -kan koro Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla) 4 

00-AAA-bwa yere-kan yere �Tiéningboué (Séguéla)  

00-AAA-bwb yama-kan yama �Marandalla (Séguéla)  

00-AAA-bx koyaga -kan koyaga, koyagha, koyaka, fwoyaa �Mankono Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla) 4 

00-AAA-by siaka -kan siaka, syaka, sia 2, sya 2 �Kongasso Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla) 3 

00-AAA-bz jula -kan jula, dioula, dyoula, dyula, djula, diula �widely used as vehicular 
language in Côte d’Ivoire and in western Burkina-Faso 

Côte d’Ivoire; Burkina Faso; Mali 6 

00-AAA-bza kpõka-jula in [51] Français: dioula de Kong �Kong Côte d’Ivoire (Ferkéssédougou)  

00-AAA-bzb bonduku-jula in [51] Français: dioula de Bondoukou �Bondoukou Côte d’Ivoire (Bondoukou)  

00-AAA-bzc barala-jula  Côte d’Ivoire  

00-AAA-bzd sikaso-jula part of “vehicular” jula, in [51] Français: dioula de Sikasso �Sikasso Mali (Sikasso)  

00-AAA-bze julaso-jula part of “vehicular” jula, in [51] Français: dioula de Bobo-Dioulasso 
�Bobo-dioulasso 

Burkina Faso (Haut Bassins)  

00-AAA-bzf tabusi-kan tabusi, tagbusi, tagbisi, part of “vehicular” jula, ‘bush-jula’ Côte d’Ivoire-S.  6 

00-AAA-c Maraka+ Bolon  marka Burkina Faso (Haut-Bassins;Volta-
Noire); Mali (Ségou; Mopti) � 

5 

00-AAA-ca bolon -kan bolon, boka, boron, bo, boö  Burkina Faso (Haut-Bassins;Volta-
Noire) 

4 

00-AAA-caa bolon-N. in [51] Français: bolon noir (=«black» bolon)��Kolonzo� Burkina Faso (Volta-Noire); Mali 
(Ségou; Mopti) adjacent 

 

00-AAA-cab bolon-S. in [51] Français: bolon blanc (=«white» bolon) �Ségédougou� 
Foulasso 

Burkina Faso (Haut-Bassins)  

00-AAA-cb da-fin -kan da-fin, daf��������-dafing, in [51] Français: marka bouche noire 
(=«black mouth» marka) �Nouna� Dédougou... Sourou valley   
#da-fin(-kan) =«black mouth (language)» 

Burkina Faso (Volta-Noire); Mali 
(Mopti) adjacent 

 

00-AAA-cba da-fin-kan-A. da-fin “proper” Burkina Faso (Volta-Noire)…  
00-AAA-cbb zabaka  Burkina Faso (Volta-Noire)…  
00-AAA-cc maraka -jalan -kan maraka-jalan- (=«dry» marka), marka-jalan, in [51] Français: maraka 

sec (=«dry» marka) 
Burkina Faso (Volta-Noire)  

00-AAA-cd meeka -kan meeka, meka Burkina Faso (Volta-Noire)  
00-AAA-d Kuranko  kuranko-kan, koranko, kuranke, kouranko, kouranke �around Niger 

headwaters: Kabala… Kruto… Faranah… Kissidougou �transition to 
[00] Mandekan-E. 

Sierra Leone (Koinadugu); Guinea 
(Kankan; Kissidougou) � 

5 

00-AAA-da kuranko -kan kuranko Sierra Leone (Koinadugu); Guinea 
(Kankan; Kissidougou) 

5 

00-AAA-daa sengbe “standard” kuranko �Sengbe chiefdom (Koinadugu)  
00-AAA-dab diang �Diang chiefdom (Koinadugu)  
00-AAA-dac nieni �Nieni chiefdom (Koinadugu)  
00-AAA-dad mongo �Mongo chiefdom (Koinadugu)  
00-AAA-dae neya �Neya chiefdom (Koinadugu)  
00-AAA-daf samaya  (Kankan)  
00-AAA-dag wasamandu in [51] Français: ouassamandou, wassamandou (Kissidougou)   
00-AAA-dah muso manso (Kissidougou*)  
00-AAA-dai barrawa  (Kissidougou*)  
00-AAA-daj mankaliya  (Kissidougou*)  
00-AAA-dak lele lele, kuranko-E. �Kissidougou>W. (Kissidougou) 4 
00-AAA-e Vai+ Kono   Sierra Leone (Kono; Pujehun; 

formerly Kenema); Liberia (Grand 
Cape Mount); also Guinea 
(Guéckédou � 

5 

00-AAA-ea kono  kondo, konnoh Sierra Leone (Kono) 5 
00-AAA-eaa kono-N. �Sando... Lei... Toli... chiefdoms (Kono); also Guinea (Guéckédou 

adjacent) 
 

00-AAA-eab kono-C. �Kamara... Gbense... Faiama... Tankoro chiefdoms (Kono)  
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00-AAA-eac kono-S. “peripheral” kono  �Nimi Yema... Nimi Koro... Gorama... Gbane... 
Soa... Gbane Mafindo chiefdoms 

(Kono)  

00-AAA-eb dama �Dama chiefdom ¶extinct Sierra Leone (formerly Kenema) 0 
00-AAA-ec vai  vei, vy, gallinas, gallines, in [51] Français: vaï �Vai syllabic script Liberia (Grand Cape Mount); 

Sierra Leone (Pujehun) 
5 

00-AAA-eca sulima �Mano right-bank: Sulima coast (Pujehun)  

00-AAA-ecb tewo �Mafa right-bank: Tewo chiefdom (Grand Cape Mount)  

00-AAA-ecc vai-kone �between Mafa… Lofa …rivers inland: Vai Kone chiefdom (Grand Cape Mount)  

00-AAA-ecd vai-C. �between Mafa… Lofa …lower rivers: Robertsport… Pisu lake 
(Tombe+ Gawula chiefdoms) 

(Grand Cape Mount)  

00-AAA-f Jelkuna  �Banfora>N. Burkina Faso (Haut-Bassins) 2 
00-AAA-fa jelkuna  ble, dyala, dyala-nu Burkina Faso (Haut-Bassins) 2 
00-AAB LIGBI+ NUMU net    
00-AAB-a Ligbi + Numu  �bilingual in [96] Akan Ghana; Burkina Faso; Côte d’Ivoire 

� 
4 

00-AAB-aa ligbi -kpira ligwi, banda, dzowo, nigwi, tsie  Ghana; also Côte d’Ivoire 
(Bondoukou) 

4 

00-AAB-aaa bungase bungasi �Black Vola right-bank: Bungasi Ghana (Brong-Ahafo)  
00-AAB-aab gyogo  Ghana (Brong-Ahafo)  
00-AAB-aac dwera manji-kasa Ghana (Brong-Ahafo)  
00-AAB-aad atumfuor atumfuor-kasa Ghana (Brong-Ahafo)  
00-AAB-aae ntoleh  Ghana (Brong-Ahafo)  
00-AAB-ab hwela -kã weela, wela, weila, wiila, vwela Côte d’Ivoire (Bondoukou)  
00-AAB-ac numu -kpera “blacksmith’s” ligbi; ligbi “blacksmiths’ community”, in [51] Français: 

noumou 
Côte d’Ivoire (Bondoukou)  

00-AAC SOSO+ YALUNKA  net    
00-AAC-a Soso + Yalunka   Guinea (Boffa; Fria; Dubreka; 

Kindia; Forécariah; Faranah; 
Dabola); Sierra Leone (Kambia; 
Bombali; Koinadugu) � 

5 

00-AAC-aa soso  sose, susoo, susu, sosu, in [51] Français: soussou �dialects to be 
confirmed 

Guinea (Boffa; Fria; Dubreka; 
Kindia; Forécariah); Sierra Leone 
(Kambia; Bombali) 

5 

00-AAC-aaa soso-C. �Conakry… (Dubreka; Forécariah)  

00-AAC-aab soso-N. �Fatala… Konkouré lower valleys (Boffa; Fria; Dubreka)  

00-AAC-aac soso-E. �Kindia (Kindia)  

00-AAC-aad soso-S. �Kambia Sierra Leone (Kambia; Bombali) 4 

00-AAC-ab yalunka  jalonke-S., yalunke, in [51] Français: dialonké, djallonké, dyalonké 
�distinct from [00] Jalonke-N. 

Sierra Leone (Koinadugu); Guinea 
(Faranah; Dabola) 

5 

00-AAC-aba sulima �Sulima (Koinadugu)  
00-AAC-abb firia  (Koinadugu)  
00-AAC-abc musaia �Musaia (Koinadugu)  
00-AAC-abd tagagna �Tagagna Guinea (Faranah; Dabola)  
00-AB MENDE+ LOMA chain MANDE-SOUTHWEST   
00-ABA MENDE+ LOMA net    
00-ABA-a Mende+ Landogo  mende+ loko Sierra Leone; Liberia � 6 
00-ABA-aa logo sanda, sanda-loko, loko-N.��Kamalu>E.: Sanda Loko chiefdom 

�bilingual in [94] Temne�
Sierra Leone (Northern)  

00-ABA-ab landogo  loko-S. �bilingual in [94] Temne and/or [52] Krio Sierra Leone (Northern: Bombali; 
Port Loko; also Southern: 
Moyamba) 

5 

00-ABA-aba magbiambo �Magbaiamba chiefdom Sierra Leone (Northern)  
00-ABA-abb gbendembu �Gbendembu Sierra Leone (Northern)  
00-ABA-abc ngoahu  Sierra Leone (Northern)  
00-ABA-abd nagbanmba  Sierra Leone (Northern)  
00-ABA-abe libisegahun libeisaygahun��Libeisaygahun chiefdom Sierra Leone (Northern)  
00-ABA-abf koya �Koya chiefdom Sierra Leone (Northern)  
00-ABA-abg ribbi �Ribbi chiefdom Sierra Leone (Northern)  
00-ABA-abh buya �Buya Sierra Leone (Northern)  
00-ABA-ac mende  mendi, boumpe, hulo, kossa, kosso �also Ki-ka-ku syllabic script Sierra Leone (Southern; Eastern); 

also Liberia 
6 

00-ABA-aca kpa-mende kpa, mende-NW. �Mano… Sierra Leone (Southern: 
Moyamba) 

 

00-ABA-acb sewa-mende sewama, mende-C., including banta-mende… sherbro-mende… 
�Bo… Sherbro island 

Sierra Leone (Southern: Bo; 
Bonthe…) 

 

00-ABA-acc wanjama-mende waanjama, wanjema, mende-S., including gallines-mende �Pujehun… 
Zimi 

Sierra Leone (Southern: Pujehun)  
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00-ABA-acd ko-mende ko, “up-line mende”, mende-E. including komboyo-mende �Kenema… 
Kailahun 

Sierra Leone (Eastern: Kenema; 
Kailahun) 

 

00-ABA-ace guma-mende �Guma chiefdom Liberia (Loffa)  

00-ABA-ad bandi  bande, gbande, gbandi, gbunde Liberia (Loffa); also Sierra Leone 
(Eastern) 

4 

00-ABA-ada bandi-A. bande “proper” (Loffa); also (Eastern)  
00-ABA-adb tahamba  (Loffa); also (Eastern)  
00-ABA-b Loma + Toma �Loffa upper valley �also Loma-Toma syllabic script Liberia; Guinea � 5 
00-ABA-ba loma  loghoma, lorma, ‘bouze’, ‘busy’, ‘buzi’ Liberia (Loffa) 5 
00-ABA-baa gizima ziema �Gizima-Ziema (Loffa)  
00-ABA-bab wubomei wuomei �Wuomei (Loffa)  
00-ABA-bac bunde  (Loffa)  
00-ABA-bad buluyiema bluyema �Bluyema (Loffa)  
00-ABA-bb toma  toma-SW., toa, toale, toali, tooma Guinea (Macenta) 5 
00-ABA-c Kpele  �Saint Paul valley �also Kpelle syllabic script Liberia; Guinea � 5 
00-ABA-ca kpele  kpelle, kpelle-S. Liberia (Montserrado; Loffa; Bong) 5 
00-ABA-caa kakata-kpele �Kakata>N. Liberia (Montserrado)  

00-ABA-cab bopolu-kpele �Bopolu>NE. Liberia (Loffa)  

00-ABA-cac totota-kpele “kpelle”-C., “standard kpelle” �Totota Liberia (Bong)  

00-ABA-cad jokwele �Gbarnga>S. Liberia (Bong)  

00-ABA-cae zota-kpele zotaa-kpelle �Palala Liberia (Bong)  

00-ABA-caf kpai-kpele �Belefanai Liberia (Bong)  

00-ABA-cag panta-kpele �Peneta Liberia (Bong); Guinea (Yomou)  

00-ABA-cah vavala-kpele �Yomou Guinea (Yomou); Liberia (Bong)   

00-ABA-cb kpelese * akpese, gbese, gerse, gerze, kpelese, kpelesetina, kperese, kpese, 
kpwessi, pessa, pessy, kpelle-N., in [51] Français: guerzé 

Guinea (Yomou; Nzérékoré) 5 

00-B SONINKE+ 
SOROGAMA set 

�Arabic script �Latin script   

00-BA SONINKE chain    
00-BAA SONINKE net    
00-BAA-a Soninke   Mauritania; Senegal; Burkina Faso; 

Côte d’Ivoire; Gambia; Guinea-
Bissau; France � 

6 

00-BAA-aa soninke -A. aswanik, gadyaga, marka, markanka, serahuli, silabe, including 
diawara, in [51] Français: soninké, sarakolé, sarawulé, toubakaï, 
wakoré �Sélibaby… Ayoun-el-Atrous… Néma… southwards & 
eastwards 

Mauritania (Guidimaka; Hodh 
Gharbi; Hodh Charki); Senegal 
(Ferlo; Sénégal-Oriental); Mali 
(Kayès; Bamako); Burkina Faso; 
Côte d’Ivoire; Gambia; Guinea-
Bissau; Guinea; migration > 
France 

6 

00-BAA-ab azayr  ajer, azer, azjer, adjer, aser, masiin, taghdansh �Tichit oasis ¶extinct 
�influenced by [10] Znaga; now superseded by [12] ‘Arabiyya   

Mauritania (Tagant) 0 

00-BAA-ac girganke  �Girganke environs �influenced by [10] Znaga; now superseded by 
[12] ‘Arabiyya 

Mali  0 

00-BAA-ad kinbakka   Mali  
00-BAA-ae xenqenna   Mali  
00-BB SOROGAMA+ TIEMA 

chain 
BOZO    

00-BBA TIEMA net     
00-BBA-a Tiema �Debo lake: Niger exit  Mali 3 
00-BBA-aa tiema -ciewe tie-ma, in [51] Français: tié 2, tié-bozo �plurilingual in [00] Bamanan, 

[01] Songhay and/or [90] Fula 
Mali (Mopti) 3 

00-BBB SOROGAMA net    
00-BBB-a Sorogama  sorogo-bozo, sorogama-bozo, coroga-ma �Mopti… Diaka valley… 

Debo lake �plurilingual in [00] Bamanan, [01] Songhay and/or [90] 
Fula 

Mali  5 

00-BBB-aa kotya -xo  kotya Mali (Mopti)  
00-BBB-ab pondori  jana-ma, jena-ma Mali (Mopti)  
00-BBB-aba pondori-N.  (Mopti)  
00-BBB-abb pondori-S.  (Mopti)  
00-BBB-ac korondugu  in [51] Français: koondougou, korondougou �Korondougou… Mali (Mopti)  
00-BBB-aca korondugu-N. �Korondougou>N. (Mopti)  
00-BBB-acb korondugu-S. �Korondougou>S. (Mopti)  
00-BBB-ad debo  débo �Debo lake Mali (Mopti)  
00-BBC TIEYA net    
00-BBC-a Tieya �Niger valley… Diaka valley: Koa… Miérou… Diafarabé… 

Sendédaga; also migrants down Niger and other rivers  �bilingual in 
[00] Bamanan / Jula 

Mali; Burkina Faso � 3 
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00-BBC-aa tieya -xo  tiel, tieye, tige-maxo, tyeya-xo, tieyaxo-bozo, in [51] Français: tié, tié-
maxo, tié-yakho, tégué, tigué-makho 

Mali (Mopti�); also Burkina Faso 3 

00-BBD HAINYA net    
00-BBD-a Hainya  �Niger valley: Miérou… Jamani �bilingual in [00] Bamanan / Jula Mali; Burkina Faso � 3 
00-BBD-aa hainya -xo kelinga, hainyaxo-bozo; hain community, xan person Mali (Ségou�); also Burkina Faso 3 
00-C SEMBLA+ JUNG set samo, samogo, samogho, sembla+ jung �Latin script   
00-CA JUNG+ SENKU chain    
00-CAA SENKU net SAMOGHO-SEMBLA,  sembla, sambla-samogho, sembla-somogho   
00-CAA-a Senku  �bilingual in [00] Jula Burkina Faso (Comoé) 4 
00-CAA-aa senku  sembla, sambla, samogho-senku, samogo-senku, semogo-senku, 

samo-senku, samogo-N., samo-N. 
(Comoé) 4 

00-CAA-aaa buende �Bouende… Torosso (Comoé)  
00-CAA-aab karankasso �Karankasso (Comoé)  
00-CAA-aac banzo �Banzo… Tiara… Bama (Comoé)  
00-CAB JUNG+ JOWULU  net SAMOGHO-JUNG    
00-CAB-a Jung+ Jowulu  samogo-jung, samoro-jung �bilingual in [00] Jula  Burkina Faso (Kénédougou); Mali 

(Kadiolo) � 
4 

00-CAB-aa kpango  samogho-gban, samogo-gouan �Orodara environs: Samorogouan... Burkina Faso (Kénédougou)  
00-CAB-ab jungo * dzungo, dzun, dyun, jung “proper”, samogho-hiri, samogo-iri �Orodara 

environs 
Burkina Faso (Kénédougou)  

00-CAB-ac jung -oma *  Burkina Faso  
00-CAB-aca dungu-woluma  Burkina Faso  
00-CAB-acb samogo-siew  Burkina Faso  
00-CAB-ad bakari-dugu  �Bakaridougou Burkina Faso   
00-CAB-ada samogo-bakaridugu  Burkina Faso  
00-CAB-adb samogo-mahon  Burkina Faso  
00-CAB-ae jo -wulu  jo, jotoni �Loulouni arrondissement Burkina Faso (Kadiolo) 3 
00-D DAN+ SYA set MANDE-EAST   �Latin script   
00-DA MANWI chain    
00-DAA MANWI net    
00-DAA-a Man-wi man-wi, mã, maa, mah, mawe, mano, manon�St.John upper valley� 

Nimba mountains 
Guinea (Yomou; Nzérékoré); 
Liberia (Nimba) � 

5 

00-DAA-aa man-N.* �Diéké… N’Zérékoré… Lola �clan-dialects to be identified Guinea (Yomou; Nzérékoré) 5 
00-DAA-ab sanikweli-ma sanniquellie-mah Liberia (Nimba)  
00-DAA-aba yaamein yarmein �Gbleeyi>S. (Nimba)  
00-DAA-abb sei sehyi �Seingbein (Nimba)  
00-DAA-abc gbein �Taye>S. (Nimba)  
00-DAA-abd gaa gar �Zuluyii (Nimba)  
00-DAA-abe bein bain �Gaapa (Nimba)  
00-DAA-ac saklepea-ma saclepea-mah Liberia (Nimba)  
00-DAA-aca gbana gbana �Flumpa (Nimba)  
00-DAA-acb lao �Kpein, Kpain (Nimba)  
00-DAA-acc lisono lissono �Karnwee, Gunwee (Nimba)  
00-DAA-acd wei �Saclepea, Sagleipie (Nimba)  
00-DAA-ace zaan zahn �Zahnboi>N. & E. (Nimba)  
00-DAA-acf gbei �Duayee, Dueyi (Nimba)  
00-DAA-ad yaawein-ma yarwein-mah, yarwein+ mehnsonoh (Nimba)  
00-DAA-ada mesona mesono �Mehnla… Ganwee (Nimba)  
00-DAA-adb zenla �Zikepa>S. (Nimba)  
00-DAA-adc yaawein ya, yawin, yaawein “proper” �Kwinde (Nimba)  
00-DB DAN+ WEEN chain    
00-DBA DAN+ WEEN net    
00-DBA-a Ween�

tura  �Toura mountains... Bafing+ Sassandra valleys Côte d’Ivoire (Biankouma; Touba 
adjacent)� 

4 

00-DBA-aa ween tura, toura; wen-mebo community, in [00] Dan: gbea-me community 
�list of clan-dialects to be confirmed 

Côte d’Ivoire (Biankouma; Touba 
adjacent) 

4 

00-DBA-aaa linge-du lingué-dougou, including ira-mazéré (Biankouma; Touba adjacent)  
00-DBA-aab guse goussé (Biankouma)  
00-DBA-aac nao zoua-gnon* (Biankouma)  
00-DBA-aad né-bou  boo, bou (Biankouma)  
00-DBA-aae yilige-le irigué-lé (Biankouma)  
00-DBA-aaf gweo guéou-lé (Biankouma)  
00-DBA-aag waa-du probably including di-goua-lé �Digoualé (Biankouma)  
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00-DBA-b Dan+ Gio  including (in Côte d’Ivoire) dã; dan-mpo-me community (=«dan-
speaking community»), in [51] Français: yakouba, yacouba, yakuba, 
yafoba (from ya-po-ba=«I say that…»)…  (in Liberia) gio, gyo, ge, geh, 
sa, ngèrè; ge-ma, ge-mè community �Nimba mountains… Dang 
mountains… Cess valley  ¶spoken by fragmented communities 
(localized 'clans'), disrupted in Liberia by civil-war in the 1990’s 

Côte d’Ivoire (Touba; Biankouma; 
Danané; Man); Liberia (Nimba); 
Guinea adjacent � 

6 

00-DBA-ba dan-NW. *  Côte d’Ivoire (Touba); Guinea 
(Beyla; Nzérékoré) 

4 

00-DBA-baa santa-N. �Santa>N. Côte d’Ivoire (Touba)  
00-DBA-bab guaraso �Guarasso Guinea (Beyla; Nzérékoré)  

00-DBA-bb dan-N. dan “proper”, dan-ménou �list of clan-dialects to be confirmed� Côte d’Ivoire (Touba; Biankouma; 
Danané; Man) 

5 

00-DBA-bba saabelo+ gataso �Touba>S.: Saabélo… Gataso (enclave) (Touba)  
00-DBA-bbb biassé  (Touba)  
00-DBA-bbc sipi-lou  (Touba)  
00-DBA-bbd ple-pleu  (Touba)  
00-DBA-bbe santa-S. �Santa>S. (Touba)  
00-DBA-bbf gamassé  (Touba)  
00-DBA-bbg san-dugu san-dougou, sanan-dougou �Sanandougou (Touba)  
00-DBA-bbh bié  (Touba)  
00-DBA-bbi go  (Touba)  
00-DBA-bbj niou-leu  (Touba)  
00-DBA-bbk gan including gan-le �Biankouma (Biankouma)  
00-DBA-bbl té �Biankouma>S. (Biankouma)  
00-DBA-bbm ka �Man>N. (Man)  
00-DBA-bbn souin �Man>E. (Man)  
00-DBA-bbo sré-neu �Man>W. (Man)  
00-DBA-bbp blo-mé  (Man)  
00-DBA-bbq goua-né  (Man)  
00-DBA-bbr gouroussé  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bbs oua  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bc dan-SE. part of boutyou-leu-ménou, dan-S. Côte d’Ivoire (Man) 4* 

00-DBA-bca blémi �Man>S. (Man)  

00-DBA-bcb yati  (Man)  

00-DBA-bcc yaten  (Man)  

00-DBA-bcd yesé* yézé �Man>SW. (Man; Danané)  

00-DBA-bd dan-SW. part of boutyou-leu-ménou, dan-S. �list of clan-dialects to be 
confirmed�

Côte d’Ivoire (Danané; Man) 5 

00-DBA-bda noué  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdb kéigo-leu  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdc gbéi-leu �Gbépleu (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdd yo-leu �Yoleu (Danané)  
00-DBA-bde katigui  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdf gban-leu including also zoualeu… kpeulé… yoleu… gbapleu �Gbanleu… (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdg gongui-né  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdh saha-pleu �Danané (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdi you-pleu �Yaopleu (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdj zio-leu �Zoleu (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdk déako-pleu  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdl doua-leu �Liberian frontier: Douéleu (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdm blon-leu  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdn koa-leu  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdo kéa-pleu �Kouépleu (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdp zagui-neu  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdq yoro-leu �Yoleu* (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdr bio-leu  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bds sa-leu �Seileu (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdt vanhoué  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdu izia-lé  (Danané)  
00-DBA-bdv gouégou-leu… including also douéleu… trouangouleu… zingouleu… zoulougbon… 

goulélé… guiélou �Gouégoualé… 
(Man; Danané)  

00-DBA-bdw blou-no  (Man)  
00-DBA-bdx den-leu  (Man)  
00-DBA-be gbele-ge  gbelé, gbehlay-geh, “upper gio” �Gbelay-Geh chiefdom Liberia (Nimba) 4* 
00-DBA-bea zo zor �Gowii (Nimba)  
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00-DBA-beb kpea-ple �Kpiarplay-N. (Nimba)  
00-DBA-bec gbe-lei gbelei, gbelé, gbelé-ge “proper” �Kaaple, Kahnple (Nimba)  
00-DBA-bed so-lei solay �Gaple (Nimba)  
00-DBA-bee sla-lei slalay �Ganagle (Nimba)  
00-DBA-bf zoo-ge  zoe-geh, part of “lower gio”* �Zoe-Geh chiefdom Liberia (Nimba) 4* 
00-DBA-bfa gbao �Zontuo (Nimba)  

00-DBA-bfb zoo zoe-geh “proper” �Baan (Nimba)  

00-DBA-bfc gboo gbor �Peyii (Nimba)  

00-DBA-bfd ya-lei yarlay �Gblola (Nimba)  

00-DBA-bfe butulu butula �Butulu>W. (Nimba)  

00-DBA-bg boo+ kelei  boe+ quella, part of “lower gio”* �Boe-Quella chiefdom Liberia (Nimba) 4* 
00-DBA-bga boo boe �Towei (Nimba)  

00-DBA-bgb ke-lei quella �Youpie (Nimba)  

00-DBA-bh gio-S.  “river cess gio”, including “amalgamated” gio… gbi+ doru �Cess valley Liberia (Nimba) 5* 
00-DBA-bha doo doe �Grei (Nimba)  
00-DBA-bhb gbeaa gbear �Tapiple (Nimba)  
00-DBA-bhc gbloo gblor �Diala (Nimba)  
00-DBA-bhd gbi part of gbi+ doru  (Nimba)  
00-DBA-bhe doru part of gbi+ doru (Nimba)  
00-DC GOLO+ YOWELE 

chain 
kweni+ yaure   

00-DCA GOLO net kweni    
00-DCA-a Golo  �Zuénoula... Vavoua... Gouitafla... Bouaflé... Sinfra... Oumé sous-

préfectures 
Côte d’Ivoire  (Bouaflé, Gagnoa...) 5 

00-DCA-aa golo kweni, guro, lo, in [51] Français: gouro, kwéndré �up to 50 or more 
clan-dialects to be classified and listed 

(Bouaflé, Gagnoa...) 5 

00-DCB YOWELE net    
00-DCB-a Yowele  �Bouaflé... Bandama Rouge valley... Bandama Blanc valley... 

Koussou lake 
Côte d’Ivoire (Bouaflé) 4 

00-DCB-aa yowele  yaure, kanga-bono, in [51] Français: yauré, yaouré, yohowré, youré Côte d’Ivoire (Bouaflé) 4 
00-DCB-aaa bhoo  (Bouaflé)  
00-DCB-aab klan  (Bouaflé)  
00-DCB-aac taan  (Bouaflé)  
00-DCB-aad yaan  (Bouaflé)  
00-DCB-aae yoo  (Bouaflé)  
00-DD BENG+ GBÃ chain     
00-DDA GBÃ net     
00-DDA-a Gbã �Oumé sous-préfecture Côte d’Ivoire (Gagnoa) 4 
00-DDA-aa gbã gban, gagu, in [51] Français: gagou Côte d’Ivoire (Gagnoa) 4 
00-DDA-aaa bokabo  (Gagnoa)  
00-DDA-aab bokwa  (Gagnoa)  
00-DDA-aac n’da gban-C. (Gagnoa)  
00-DDA-aad tuka  (Gagnoa)  
00-DDB BENG net    
00-DDB-a Beng  �M’bhiakro... Prikro sous-préfectures  �bilingual in [00] Jula and/or 

[96] Baule 
Côte d’Ivoire (Bouaké�) 4 

00-DDB-aa beng  ben, ngain, ngan, nguin, ngin, ngen, gan Côte d’Ivoire (Bouaké�) 4 
00-DE MWÃ+ WÃ chain    
00-DEA MWÃ net    
00-DEA-a Mwã �Kongasso... Mankono sous-préfectures Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla) 4 
00-DEA-aa mwã mwã, mona, muana, mwan, muan, in [51] Français: mouan Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla) 4 
00-DEB WÃ net    
00-DEB-a Wã �Kounahiri... Béoumi sous-préfectures Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla; Bouaflé) 4 
00-DEB-aa wã wan, nwa, noua, ouan Côte d’Ivoire (Séguéla; Bouaflé) 4 
00-DEB-aaa miamu  Côte d’Ivoire  
00-DEB-aab kemu  Côte d’Ivoire  
00-DF BISA chain    
00-DFA BISA net    
00-DFA-a Bisa  �around White Volta river: Garango... Zabré... Gomboussougou... 

Tenkodogo... Bitou 
Burkina Faso (Est);  migration> 
Côte d’Ivoire; Ghana; Togo 

5 

00-DFA-aa bisa  bissa  Burkina Faso (Est: Boulgou; 
Zoundweogo) 

5 

00-DFA-aaa barka baraka, bisa-E. Burkina Faso (Est)  
00-DFA-aab lebir bisa-W. Burkina Faso (Est)  
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00-DG GOE+ BOKO chain    
00-DGA GOE+ MAKAA  net SAMOGO-SANE , samo-sane, samogho-sane, samogo-N., samo-N., 

san, gunyan, dyanke 
  

00-DGA-a Goe matya, makya Burkina Faso (Volta Noire: Sourou) 5 
00-DGA-aa tougan  goe-CW. �Tougan (Sourou) 5 
00-DGA-ab louta  goe-N. �Louta (Sourou)  
00-DGA-ac zoumou  goe-E. (Sourou)  
00-DGA-ad maya goe-NE., tiembara, kiembara �Kiembara (Sourou)  
00-DGA-b Makaa  Burkina Faso (Volta Noire: Sourou) 5 
00-DGA-ba makaa toma-E., makaa, makia, maya, nyanaa �Toma... Yaba... Gossina... 

Ye... Kugny... Gassan departments 
(Sourou) 5 

00-DGA-baa makaa-N.  (Sourou)  
00-DGA-bab makaa-S.  (Sourou)  
00-DGB DUUN net    
00-DGB-a Duun *  Mali (Sikasso); Burkina Faso 

(Kénédougou); Côte d’Ivoire 
(Boundiali) � 

4 

00-DGB-aa duun  SAMOGHO-DUUN, samogo-duun, samoro-duun, samogho-don, d����
dugn 

(Sikasso); (Kénédougou); 
(Boundiali) 

4 

00-DGB-aaa sikasso-duun �Sikasso… (Sikasso)  
00-DGB-aab kénédougou-duun �Kénédougou… (Kénédougou)  
00-DGB-aac boundiali-duun �Boundiali… (Boundiali)  
00-DGC JOWULU net    
00-DGC-a Jowulu  �Loulouni environs Mali (Kadiolo) 3 
00-DGC-aa jowulu  jo, samogho-jowulu, samogho-jo (Kadiolo) 3 
00-DGD BOKO+ SHANGA  net "WIDER"-BUSA    
00-DGD-a Boko + Bokobaru  including busa-gwe, bussa-gwe, busa "proper", boussa, bussa, 

busansé, bisa, in [19] Hausa: busanchi; busawa community �bilingual 
in [19] Hausa 

Bénin (Borgou); Nigeria (Kwara; 
Sokoto) � 

5 

00-DGD-aa boko  boo, bokko, bokonya �between Gouroukpa… Ouora valleys (Niger 
right-bank tributaries)  

Bénin (Borgou); Nigeria (Kwara) 5 

00-DGD-ab wawa wawa-busa, part of busa-gwe Nigeria (Kwara)  
00-DGD-ac bokobaru  bokobaru-busa, part of busa-gwe  �Kaiama… Moshi middle-valley Nigeria (Kwara)  
00-DGD-aca kaiama �Kaiama Nigeria (Kwara)  
00-DGD-acb zogbme zongben (Kwara)  
00-DGD-acc zugweya  (Kwara)  
00-DGD-b Shanga + Tyenga  �bilingual in [19] Hausa Nigeria (Sokoto) 3 
00-DGD-ba shanga  shangawa, shonga, shongawa �Shanga (Sokoto) 3 
00-DGD-bb tyenga  kyenga, tyanga, kenga �Kyanga �submerged by[19] Hausa  (Sokoto) 2 
00-DH SYA+ ZARA chain BOBO-FING   
00-DHA SYA+ ZARA net    
00-DHA-a Sya+ Zara bwa, in [00] Jula: bobo-fing, bobo-da, bobo-fign, bobo-finng, bobo-f���

bobo-madare, bobo-jula, in [51] Français: bobo noir, bobo-dyoula, 
bobo-dioula # bobo-fing, bobo noir =«black bobo» 

Burkina Faso (Haut-Bassins; Volta-
Noire); Mali (Sikasso) � 

5 

00-DHA-aa zara-dan zara, zaradan-jari, sankura �Volta Noire valley>NE. Burkina Faso (Haut-Bassins; Volta-
Noire); Mali (Sikasso) 

3 

00-DHA-aaa zara-dan-W. �Boura� Mafoune Mali (Sikasso-NE.)  
00-DHA-aab zara-dan-E.  Burkina Faso (Haut-Bassins; Volta-

Noire) 
 

00-DHA-ab benge   Burkina Faso  
00-DHA-ac sogokiri   Burkina Faso  
00-DHA-ad tinkire   Burkina Faso  
00-DHA-ae sya sia, bobo-dioulasso, bobo-sya, “literary” bobo-fing �Bobo-Dioulasso, 

Sya>N. 
Burkina Faso (Haut-Bassins) 5 

00-DHA-af vore   Burkina Faso (Haut-Bassins)  
  �   

 


